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High School Acceptance Success 

 

  

 

  

 

As the school year comes to a close, we are proud to celebrate a major milestone 
in the Reach journey: high school acceptances. 
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Of the 28 Reach for Excellence 8th graders who applied this year: 

• 100% were admitted to at least one private or independent high school in 
Metro Atlanta among their top 3 choices 

• 61% will attend a private or independent high school 
• Students received an average 93% of full financial aid 
• The class secured over $476,300 in scholarships for their freshman year 

Why This Matters  

These results represent more than acceptance letters. They reflect expanded 
access to rigorous academic environments and long-term opportunity. For many 
Reach scholars, these pathways would remain out of reach without sustained 
support. 

Where Will Our Scholars Be in August?  

• Marist School: 11 students (1 entering 8th grade), tying last year's record 
• St. Pius X Catholic High School: 2 students 
• Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School: 2 students 
• The Westminster Schools: 1 student 
• Wesleyan School: 1 studen 
• Dekalb Early College Academy (DECA): 2 students 
• Various public schools across Dekalb and Gwinnet counties:9 

  

 



  

 

Thank You to the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 

Reach for Excellence is grateful to the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation for awarding 
the program a generous new multi-year grant. 

We also celebrate our current Cooke Young Scholars Program recipients, whose 
achievements reflect exceptional promise and dedication.  

Thanks to the Foundation, our three Cooke Young Scholars have remarkable 
experiences planned for summer break. 

Emily R., a current 10th-grade student at Marist School and a Cooke Young 
Scholar, will attend The Experiment in International Living in South 
Korea.  Lordme A. who is also a Marist student will attend The Engineering 
Summer Academy at Penn, a three-week program that will allow her to explore 
engineering and computer science. Meanwhile, Raphael will attend the Yale 
Young Global Scholars Program, a two-week program at Yale University. 



“I am so grateful for this opportunity and excited to strengthen my understanding 
through this program.” Emily R. 

“The Cooke Foundation has truly impacted my family and me.  Not only has it 
made it possible for my family to support me in attending Marist, but the program 
has also allowed me to do things I never thought were possible, such as studying 
abroad in Japan during the summer, taking private online coding classes, and 
receiving French lessons through TalkAbroad, which all help to expand my 
interests. My educational adviser and the whole Cooke community have made 
me feel part of a big family that I can reach out to for support.  I am endlessly 
grateful for everything they have provided me with.” Lordme A. 

To all students who applied this year, we are proud of you and wish you the very 
best. 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 

 



Looking Ahead: Summer at Reach 

Our five-week summer program begins on June 1, offering full-day instruction in 
ELA, Math, Social Studies, Computer Science, Book Club, and electives. 

This year, we are adding a hands-on Science class for all grades, extending the 
school day. We are excited to welcome three Teaching Assistants from Georgia 
Tech and UGA who will lead this course under the supervision of Mr. Michaud. 
This reflects our commitment to building a pipeline of future educators. 

With gratitude,  
Dr Linda Lehmil 

    

 
  

 

Give Now  
 

 
 

 

CONTACT US: 
 
Dr. Linda Lehmil 
Executive Director 
770-936-6481 
lehmill@reachforexcellence.org 
 
Monica Schmid 
Director of Development 
770-936-6489 
schmidm@reachforexcellence.org 
 
Teresa Enriquez Texis 
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Program Coordinator 
770-936-3544 
enriqueztexist@reachforexcellence.org 
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