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About Reach for Excellence
Reach for Excellence is a non-profit, classroom based, academic and leadership enrichment 
program.  It was begun in 2001 by the Marist Fathers and Brothers, who also operate Marist 
School in Atlanta, Georgia. Through its mix of academic, cultural, and community-based 
experiences, this tuition-free program prepares talented, underserved middle school students 
to meet the challenges of college preparatory programs and high schools. Students, along  
with their families, commit to 26 months including three five-week summer sessions and  
16 Saturday sessions throughout the school year.

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Friends and Supporters of Reach for Excellence, 

I am pleased to share this report on our 2024-2025 program performance. Thanks to the 
generous contributions of our donors, Reach for Excellence’s financial position continues 
to be strong as we have expanded our base of support with many new individual donors 
and commitments from foundations and corporations. Our endowment continues to grow, 
providing us the ability to make additional investments in our students and families, while 
ensuring long-term financial stability.

As part of our current strategic plan, we have been investing in strengthening our curriculum 
and support for our students and implementing key performance indicators to measure 
important metrics such as student academic growth, improvement in self-confidence and 
awareness about opportunities to pursue rigorous high school and college programs. We have 

also continued to strengthen our alumni network and support by, among other initiatives, ensuring that we have multiple 
alumni serving on our board. Their contributions and perspectives are critical to the advancement and improvement of 
Reach.

As we look forward to the 25th anniversary of Reach for Excellence (in 2026), the Board held a retreat in September during 
which we heard from Bishop Joel Konzen, who helped establish Reach in 2001, and Jim and Barbara MacGinnitie, who 
were among our earliest supporters. Jim also served as the long-time Board Chair. It was a powerful reminder about the 
essential mission of our program to provide opportunities to students, regardless of their background, who are committed to 
achievement at the highest levels. Our founders and early supporters provided a firm foundation that has allowed Reach to 
achieve the results discussed in this annual report. 

We thank you for your interest in and continued support of Reach for Excellence. Your commitment helps change lives, not 
only for our current scholars but for generations to come.
 
Warm regards,
Rocco Testani
Chairman of the Board



LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

This July marked the close of another successful year at Reach for Excellence and my second 
anniversary as Executive Director.

48%52% 

Together with our Board of Directors, faculty, staff, volunteers, 
parents, and donors, we celebrated achievements that reflect the 
strength of our community and the promise of our scholars.

At the Stepping Up Ceremony, we honored thirty middle school 
graduates in Cohort 2025W and welcomed back members of 
Cohort 2021S, now beginning their respective high school and 
college journeys. Their success demonstrates the transformative 
power of Reach for Excellence.

Reach 8th graders achieved outstanding results in high school 
admissions: a 96% acceptance rate at private and independent 
schools, 77% enrollment, and $550,000 in scholarships secured 
for freshman year. For 2025–2026, students will attend Marist 

School (11 scholars, a new high), Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School, The Paideia School, St. 
Pius X Catholic High School, The Westminster Schools, Wesleyan School, Dekalb Early College 
Academy, and public schools.

The 2025 Summer Session set a record 97% attendance rate, with growth in all subjects, 
including an 18% gain in Algebra and a 73% gain in Computer Science. Students completed 25 
instructional hours in each core subject, and explored electives such as robotics, graphic design, 
and cooking. They embraced Reach’s new science curriculum which was rated the top course 
by more than half of participants. In student focus groups, scholars described Reach as “fun, 
inspiring, and life changing.” Ninety-three percent said they gained confidence in science and 
computer science, over 90% reported feeling more prepared for the coming school year, and 
many shared a strong sense of belonging and pride in being part of the Reach community.

Reach high school scholars excelled as well, with graduates matriculating to Columbia, Brown, 
Emory, and Georgia Tech. Others pursued internships, pre-college summer courses, and 
international study with support from the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation.

Families shared equally powerful feedback. More than 90% of caregivers expressed satisfaction 
with communication, curriculum, and their child’s academic and personal growth. Parents 
repeatedly emphasized that Reach helped their children build confidence, discipline, and 
friendships in a supportive and joyful environment. Every family surveyed agreed that they would 
recommend Reach to a friend. One parent summarized it best, “Reach doesn’t just teach—it 
transforms lives.”

Reach Summer 2025 evaluations also affirmed the strength of the teaching team, with nearly all staff 
noting that students demonstrated increased confidence, curiosity, and readiness for high school. 
Their dedication continues to shape the academic and personal growth of every Reach scholar.

With the unwavering support of our families and alumni—who contributed 2,000 volunteer hours 
this year—we ended the summer with a vibrant community celebration that captured the spirit of 
our mission: excellence through effort, community, and opportunity.

As we look ahead, 2026 will mark Reach for Excellence’s 25th anniversary, a celebration of a 
quarter-century of transforming lives through education. This milestone honors the vision of our 
founders and the accomplishments of 564 graduates whose journeys embody our mission. As 
we commemorate this achievement, we invite you to continue climbing with us by investing in the 
next 25 years of opportunity, excellence, and lasting impact for Reach scholars. 

With warm regards, 
Linda Lehmil, Ph.D. 
Executive Director
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Star Society  
$30,000 and above 
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
Sartain-Lanier Family Foundation
Katherine John Murphy Foundation
Barbara & Jim MacGinnitie
Marist School 
Society of Mary

Stepping Up Society 
$15,000 – $29,999
Mr. John Bourbonnais & 
	 Ms. Barbara Nye
Ms. Natalie Smith Childs
The Edward Colston Foundation
DeKalb County Human Services
Ms. Whitney W. Frank
GA DOE
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Patterson Family Foundation
Christine & Rocco Testani
Alison & Joe Thompson
UPS Foundation
Yardi Systems

Ladder Society 
$10,000 – $14,999
Mary Allen Lindsey 
	 Branan Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Brewster
Mr. & Mrs. Brendan Dete
Dr. Andrew MacGinnitie
Price Gilbert, Jr. Charitable Fund
Mr. & Mrs. John Utsch

Scholar Society 
$5,000 – $9,999 
Katherine and Russell Bellman Fund
Rae Ann & Norm Brothers
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Connolly II
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D’Amaro
Mr. & Mrs. J. Robert Fitzgerald
Mr. Brandon Fountain ’11 I
John and Mary Franklin Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John Gordon
Haverty’s Furniture
Home Depot Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Kelly
Drs. John Zora & Marian Finan
M. Austin Davis Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. David Miles
Mr. Brad Milsaps
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Raeber
Mrs. Yvette M. Ravry
Mr. & Mrs. Wade Stribling
Kathleen & Jack Thornton
Aubrey & Josh Waddell
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation

$1,000 – $4,999
Atlanta Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Salvador Arias
Berner Charitable and 
	 Scholarship Foundation
Mary & James Bligh
Amanda Bradley ’07 E
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Buchanan
Mr. Brian Burrell
Mr. & Mrs. Nic Chronos
Catholic Foundation of North Georgia
Mrs. Marie Crean
Mr. James Eyre
Dr. Kelleen C. Fitzgerald & 
	 Mr. Richard Cicchillo, Jr.
Google
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hennessy
Lois and Lucy Lampkin Foundation
Mr. Stephen Lathrop
Agnes & Pete Law

Mr. Jordan Snellings ’07 E
Ms. Sau Ha Tong
Trieger Fund of the Jewish 
	 Community Foundation
Ms. Kristen Turk
Ms. Nancy Tvedt

Tim Cambias Memorial  
Scholarship Supporters
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Alexander
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Brewster
Michele & Greg Burdick
Beth & Ricky Chandler
Ms. Natalie Smith Childs
Mr. & Mrs. Nic Chronos
Mrs. Juli Currier
Katherine & Richard D’Amaro
Mrs. Susan DeDeyn
Ms. Mary Dodson
Ms. Anna Elliott
Brenda & Phil Etheridge
Ms. Whitney W. Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Mary Ann and 
	 Jamie Lanier
Dr. Linda Lehmil & Mr. Eric Hanemann
Mr. Derrick Lewis ’10 H
Barbara & Jim MacGinnite
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mannelly, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. David Miles
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Neel
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Raeber
Julie & Brad Reback
Leslie & Peter Ritten
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Robb
Kristen & Rusty Rodriguez
Mrs. Carolyn Connolly Schaffer & 
	 Mr. Robert E. Schaffer
Monica & Mark Schmid
Karen & Jim Sheehan
Mr. Jordan Snellings
Sandy & Asbury Snow
Christine & Rocco Testani
Alison & Joe Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. John Utsch
Aubrey & Josh Waddell
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Walsh

Tomorrow’s Scholars Circle
Recognizing supporters who have included Reach 
for Excellence in their estate plans, empowering 
Reach Scholars of future generations.
Barbara & Jim MacGinnitie
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Raeber
Ms. Eva Trieger

Endowed Funds
Mrs. Marie Crean
The Goizueta Foundaton
Mrs. Marianna Patterson

Gifts That Honor
Dr. Linda Lehmil
Ms. Susan Tucker

Gifts That Remember
Tim Cambias
Kimberly Cambias Chronos

Bernard Mannelly
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph B Mannelly, Jr. 

Dr. Mario J.R. Ravry
Ms. Yvette M. Ravry

Includes both cash and in-kind donations 
for the 2024–2025 fiscal year.

Lisa & Dale Maulding
Mr. William J. Mayfield
Marianne & Dan McDevitt
Mr. Wollinsky Mendez ’05 C
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Peters
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Reback
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Robb
Susan & Bill Roche
Candace Rodriguez
Mr. & Mrs. Asbury D. Snow
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Sturgis
Maria & Richard Thomas
Truist
UHY Michigan
Jane and Michael Walsh Family Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Richard White

$500 – $999
Dr. & Mrs. Cletus Arciero
Ms. Genie Arcila ’06 D
Kristen & Jimmy Baugnon
Michele & Greg Burdick
Beth & Ricky Chandler
Stacey & Dave Fitzgerald
Ms. Leanne Gould
Amber & Tom Hamby
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Hartigan
Dr. Linda Lehmil & 
	 Mr. Eric Hanemann
Mr. & Mrs. Mary Ann and 
	 Jamie Lanier
Missy & Doug MacGinnitie
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph B. Mannelly, Jr.
Sandy & Christopher Michaud
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Mohan
Mr. & Mrs. Norman L. Moore, Jr. 
Mrs. Katie Cambias Morgan
Oracle
Raquel & J.P. Piemonte
Leslie & Peter Ritten
Mrs. Carolyn Connolly Schaffer & 
	 Mr. Robert E. Schaffer
Monica & Mark Schmid
Amy & Randy Spruill
Colleen & Mark Stugard

$250 – $499
CS Foundation
Pam & Peter Alexander
Angela & James Dorsey
Mr. Kevin O’Toole
Ms. Katherine Robb
Kristen & Rusty Rodriguez
Ms. Barbara Schwendler
Karen & Jim Sheehan
Ms. Susan Tucker
Ms. Rachel Wong ’11 I

Up to $249
Nahom Alemseghed ‘10 H 
Maureen & Kevin Conboy
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Coveny
Mrs. Juli Currier
Mrs. Susan DeDeyn
Ms. Mary Dodson
Angela & James Dorsey
Ms. Martha Egan
Ms. Anna Elliott
Brenda & Phil Etheridge
Ms. Nafisa Fariha ’19 Q
Mrs. Rita Glaser
Suzanne & Tim Hartigan
Star & Greg Hunsberger
Mr. Derrick Lewis ’10 H
Mrs. Kara Miller
Sara & Eddie Neel
Patrick Person
Ms. Carol Rich
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Seymour

SPONSORS

August 1, 2024 – July 31, 2025



SPONSORS

Statement of Activities and Change in Net Assets

	 Net assets without	 Net assets with
	 donor restrictions	 donor restrictions	 Total
Public Support and Revenue
	 Contributions	 $487,316	 $59,430	 $546,746
	 In-Kind Contributions	 $119,270	 -	 $119,270
	 Investment Income, Net of Investment Management Fees	 $35,561	 $55,072	 $90,633	
	 Gain on Sale of Property and Equipment	 $1,500	 -	 $1,500	
	 Net Assets Released from Restrictions	  $165,277	 ($165,277)	 -

Total Revenue and Support	 $808,924	 ($50,775)	 $758,149

Expenses
	 Program Services - Mission	 $479,069	 -	 $479,069
	 Management and Administration	 $161,080	 -	 $161,080
	 Fundraising	 $111,492	 -	 $111,492

Total Expenses	 $751,641	 -	 $751,641

Changes in Net Assets	 $57,283	 ($50,775)	 $6,508

	 Net Assets, 
	 Beginning of Year	 $674,515	 $683,066	 $1,357,581

	 Net Assets, End of Year	 $731,798	 $632,291	 $1,364,089

Assets

Current Assets
	 Cash and Cash Equivalents		  $370,099
	 Unconditional Promises to Give, 
	 No Allowance Necessary	 $1,260
	 Investments	 $967,236
	 Prepaids and Other	 $1,989
	 Property and Equipment, Net	 $68,070

Total Assets	 $1,408,654

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities
	 Accounts Payable		  $22,481
	 Due to Marist School		  $22,084
	
Total Liabilities	 $44,565

Net Assets
	 Without Donor Restriction
	 Undesignated		  $315,350
	 Board Designated		  $416,448

			   $731,798

	 With Donor Restriction		  $632,291
	
Total Net Assets	 $1,364,089

Total Liabilities and Net Assets		 $1,408,654



High Schools
Arabia Mountain High School
Archer High School
Atlanta Girls School
Atlanta International School
Banneker High School 
Barrow Arts and Sciences Academy
Ben Franklin Academy
Berkmar High School
Blair Academy, NJ
Brookwood High School
Carver Early College
Cedar Grove High School
Chamblee Charter High School
Chapel Hill High School
Charles Drew Senior Academy
Chattahoochee High School
Collins Hill High School
Columbia High School
Columbia High School, CO
Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School
Cross Keys High School
Darlington School
Decatur High School
DeKalb Early College Academy
DeKalb School of the Arts
Druid Hills High School
Duluth High School
Dunwoody High School
Episcopal High School, VA
Fayette County High School
Frederick Douglass High School
Grayson High School
Greater Atlanta Christian School
Gwinnett School of Math, Science & Technology
Hapeville Charter Career Academy
Heritage High School

Highville Change Academy, CT
Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School
Horizon School
Irondequoit High School, NY
KIPP Atlanta Collegiate 
Lakeside High School
Langston Hughes High School
Lanier High School
Lebanon High School, TN
Lithia Springs High School
Lovejoy High School
Marietta High School
Marist School
Martin Luther King High School 
Maynard Jackson High School
Mays High School
McComb High School, AL
Meadowcreek High School
Midtown High School
Miller Grove High School
Miss Porter’s School, CT
Morrow High School
Mount Vernon Presbyterian School
New Schools of Carver High School
Norcross High School
North Atlanta High School 
North Gwinnett High School
North Springs High School
Notre Dame Academy
Pace Academy
Parkview High School
Paul Duke STEM High School
Peachtree Ridge High School
Peddie School, NJ
Phillips Andover Academy, MA
Phillips Exeter Academy, NH

Providence Christian Academy
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School
Riverwood International Charter School
Rockdale County High School
Rockdale Magnet School for Science & 
Technology
Roswell High School
Saint Mary’s Academy
Salem Academy, NC
School Without Walls, Washington D.C.
Shawnee Mission North High School, KS
Shiloh High School
South Atlanta High School
South Cobb High School, Magnet
South Gwinnett High School
Southwest DeKalb High School 
Sprayberry High School
St. Andrew’s - Sewanee School, TN
St. Pius X Catholic High School
Stephenson High School
Stockbridge High School
The Asheville School, NC
The Galloway School
The Lawrenceville School, NJ
The Lovett School
The New School
The Paideia School
The Walker School
The Westminster Schools 
Tri-Cities High School 
Tucker High School 
Wesleyan School
Westlake High School
Westside High School, Macon
Wheeler High School
Woodward Academy

ACCEPTANCES



College, University, and Graduate School Acceptances
Agnes Scott College
Albany State University
Alabama A & M University
Alabama College of Osteopathic Medicine
American University
American Public University, WV
Armstrong Atlantic State University
Alabama College of Osteopathic Medicine
Atlanta Metropolitan State College
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School
Atlanta Technical College
Auburn University
Augusta University
Bard College, NY
Barnard College
Baylor University
Berry College
Benedict College
Boston College
Boston College, Law School
Boston University
Brandeis University
Brenau University
Brown University
Centre College
California Institute of the Arts
Carleton College, MN
Christian Brothers University
Clark Atlanta University
Clayton State University
Clemson University
Cleveland State Community College
Colgate University
College of Charleston
College of Wooster
College of the Holy Cross
Colorado College
Columbia College, SC
Columbia College of Chicago
Columbia University
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Dayton University
DeVry Institute of Technology
Drexel University
Eastern Michigan University
Eckerd College
Elon University
Emory University
Emory University – 
	 Rollins School of Public Health
Florida A & M University
Florida Institute of Technology
Fort Valley State University
Furman University
George Mason University
George Washington University
George Washington University School 
	 of Business
Georgetown College, KY
Georgetown University
Georgetown University, Walsh School 
	 of Foreign Services
Georgia College and State University
Georgia Gwinnett College
Georgia Institute of Technology
Georgia Perimeter College
Georgia Southern University

Georgia Southwestern State University
Georgia State University
Grambling State University
Guilford College
Gwinnett Technical College
Hamline University
Hampton University
Harvard University
Haverford College, PA
Hinds Community College, MS
Hofstra University
Houston Community College, TX
Howard University
Howard University College of Medicine
Huntingdon College, AL
Iowa State University
Jacksonville State University
Jacksonville University
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Johnson and Wales University, RI
Kennesaw State University
Louisiana State University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University - New Orleans
Lycoming College, PA
Macalester College, MN
Marquette University
Maryland Institute College of Art
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Medical College of Georgia
Mercer University
Mercer University, 
	 Walter F. George School of Law
Miami University, Ohio
Middle Tennessee State University
Middle Georgia State University
Midland University
Milligan College
Morehouse College
New York University, Tisch School of the Arts
North Carolina A&T University 
North Carolina Central University
North Carolina Central University – 
	 School of Law
North Georgia College & University
Northwestern University
Notre Dame University
Oglethorpe University
Ohio State University
Ohio State University College of Medicine
Ohio Wesleyan University
Old Dominion University
Oxford College of Emory University
Philander Smith College
Pitzer College
Presbyterian College, SC
Princeton University
Purdue University
Queens University of Charlotte, NC 
Reinhardt University
Rice University
Rhodes College
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rollins College
Saint Leo University
Saint Augustine’s University
Saint Mary’s College
Salem College
Samford University

Savannah College of Art and Design
School of the Arts Institute of Chicago
Shorter University
Simmons College
South College, TN
Southern Illinois University
Southern Polytechnic State University
Spelman College
Spring Hill College
Stanford University
Stetson University
Stillman College
Swarthmore College
Syracuse University
Talladega College
Temple University
Tennessee State University
Texas A & M University
The University of Chicago
Tuskegee University
Tulane University
Union College, NY
United States Air Force Academy
University of Alabama – Tuscaloosa
University of California, 
	 San Francisco – Dental School
University of Chicago
University of Dayton
University of Georgia
University of Georgia 
	 School of Pharmacy
University of Georgia 
	 School of Veterinary Medicine
University of Illinois – Urbana Champaign
University of Indiana
University of Iowa
University of Kentucky
University of Miami
University of Michigan – Dental School
University of Minnesota
University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pennsylvania – Dental School
University of Pittsburgh
University of Richmond
University of South Carolina
University of the South
University of Southern California
University of Tampa
University of West Georgia
Valdosta State University
Vanderbilt University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia State University
Wake Forest University
Washington and Lee University
Washington University, St. Louis
Watkins College of Art, Design, & Film
Wellesley College
West Virginia University
Western Carolina University
Williams College 
Wofford College
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Xavier University, LA
Xavier University, OH
Yale University
Young Harris College

ACCEPTANCES



Board of Directors

Rocco Testani 
Board Chair  
Partner, Eversheds Sutherland  
(US) LLP 

Amanda Bradley 
Cohort 2007 E  
Attorney Bondurant Mixson &  
Elmore, Alumna, Marist School  

Norman M. Brothers, Jr.  
EVP, Chief Legal and Compliance 
Officer, UPS

J.D. Childs 
President, Marist School 

Natalie Smith Childs 
Community Volunteer Leader 
Alumna, Marist School 

Brendan Dete 
Partner, Coeur Capital Inc. 
Alumnus, Marist School

Angela Dorsey 
Vice President for Institutional 
Advancement, Marist School

Brandon Fountain 
Cohort 2011 I  
Product Manager, Google 
Alumnus, Marist School

Whitney Frank 
Community Volunteer Leader 

Jennifer Gordon 
Executive Director, Chick-Fil-A, Inc. 
Alumna, Marist School 

Stephen Lathrop 
Managing Director, UHY Consulting 

Derrick Lewis 
Cohort 2010 H   
Account Executive, Salesforce 

Lisa Maulding 
Vice President and Managing Director 
Coxe Curry & Associates 

Grant Means 
Network of the Future Project 
Engineering Manager, UPS 

Kelly Cambias Miles 
Community Volunteer Leader  
Alumna, Marist School

Brad Milsaps 
Head of Investor Relations, Truist

Wollinksy Mendez 
Cohort 2005 C   
Consultant, Yardi  
Alumnus, Marist School 

Katherine R. Robb 
Manager, KPMG LLP  
Alumna, Marist School

Father William Rowland, S.M. 
Retired Society of Mary

Lyn Schaffer 
Community Volunteer Leader  
Alumna, Marist School

Jordan Snellings  
Cohort 2007 E 
Assistant Athletic Director for  
Digital Media and Sports Information  
The Westminster Schools  
Alumnus, Marist School 

Alison MacGinnitie Thompson  
Art Historian  
Community Volunteer Leader  
Alumna, Marist School

John Utsch 
Partner, Assurance Services, EY

Aubrey Waddell 
Chief Executive  
Global Occupier Services  
Cushman & Wakefield

3790 Ashford Dunwoody Road, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30319

770-936-6481
ReachForExcellence.org

Staff

Linda Lehmil, Ph.D.
Executive Director
lehmill@reachforexcellence.org
770-936-6481

Monica Schmid
Director of Development
schmidm@reachforexcellence.org
770-936-6489

Teresa Enriquez Texis
Program Coordinator
enriqueztexist@reachforexcellence.org
770-936-3544


