
Reach for Excellence empowers determined 
learners and expands their possibilities in the 
classroom, in the community, and in life.
Reach for Excellence is a tuition-free academic and leadership enrichment program for 
Metro Atlanta middle school students with limited opportunities and resources. Any sixth-
grade student of limited family income in the Metro Atlanta area can apply to the program.

Reach for Excellence equips talented middle school students to succeed in college 
preparatory programs. Through three five-week summer sessions and two years of Saturday 
courses, the program provides and reinforces the academic and social skills each student 
needs to succeed in high school, college, and beyond. Teachers from public and private 
schools create a unique environment where students learn about academic subjects, their 
community, each other, and themselves. 

Help change lives through education and opportunity by donating at  
reachforexcellence.org/support-us

COHORT W, 
CLASS OF 2025
30 Graduates

Black/African-American

 56%
Asian

  13% 

H
ig

h 
Sc

ho
ol

 E
nr

ol
lm

en
t

39%
Males

61% 
Females

Brookwood High School
Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School
Cross Keys High School
DeKalb Early College Academy
Grayson High School
Loganville High School
Marist School
Parkview High School
Paul Duke STEM High School
St. Piux X Catholic High School
The Paidea School 
The Westminster Schools
Tucker High School
Wesleyan School

A Program of the Society of Mary

3790 Ashford Dunwoody Road, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30319-1899

Linda Lehmil, PhD
Executive Director
lehmill@reachforexcellence.org
770-936-6481

Monica Schmid
Director of Development
schmidm@reachforexcellence.org
770-936-6489

Teresa Enriquez-Texis
Program Coordinator
enriqueztexist@reachforexcellence.org
770-936-3544

reachforexcellence.org 

Follow Us
     @reachscholars 
     @reachforexcel 
     reach-for-excellence 
     @ReachforExcellence

DeKalb County

94%

Gwinnett County

3%

Walton County

3%

Hispanic

   31%



Amherst College
Berea College
Brown University
Columbia University
Emory University
Georgia Gwinnett College
Georgia Institute of Technology
Georgia Perimeter College
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SSAT Workshops for Rising 8th Graders
This year, Reach expanded test preparation through a 
partnership with Beth Bristow Tutorial Services (BBTS). 
Our 8th graders completed a 10-hour summer SSAT 
workshop, followed by a 12-hour fall program and  
two test opportunities. The results were remarkable: 

students improved their scores by an average of 138% 
between the benchmark practice test and SSAT. As a 
result, students who applied to private schools had a 
record 96% acceptance rate, opening doors for them.

SAT/ACT Workshops for High School Students
We also extended free SAT/ACT preparation to our juniors 
and seniors, an advantage their wealthier peers enjoy. 
Poverty is linked to lower scores, an average of 50 – 90 
less on the SAT (Dixon-Román et al., 2013). Research 
underscores the stakes: students from the wealthiest 1% 
are 13 times more likely to achieve top SAT/ACT scores 
compared to low-income students (Chetty et al., 2023). 

By providing high-quality preparation at no cost, Reach 
levels the playing field. Even modest score increases 
can boost admission chances by nearly 30% at selective 
colleges and unlock critical merit-based aid.

Your support makes this possible. 
Every hour of test prep, every practice exam, and  
every improved score translates directly into brighter  
futures for our students. Thank you for investing in  
our scholars!

Georgia State University
Gwinnett Technical College 
Howard University 
Kennesaw State University
Texas A&M
The George Washington University
University of Georgia
University of South Carolina

Cohort S, 2021 Class of 2025 
College Matriculations

OPENING DOORS THROUGH TEST PREPARATION

96% Enrolled in College/University
 564 Reach For Excellence Graduates since 2001

QuestBridge Scholars 

Vanessa Chavez-Ramirez
Marist School 
Amherst College

Akeelah Jones
Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School
Columbia University

Tim Cambias Scholars 

Faiza Khaled
Marist School
Emory University

Kevin Rosas
Marist School
Georgia Institute of Technology


